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For more than 75 years, through countless comics, television, and movies, Batman has been a

symbol of strength and perseverance. He was created in 1939, on the brink of World War II -- a

volatile time, when we needed a hero most. Who better to come to the rescue than the Caped

Crusader? For the first time, Batman: The War Years 1939-1945 details The Dark Knight?s

involvement in the war and his fight against some very real villains.The poor little rich boy orphaned

in a late-night robbery. The lad training for years so that one day he could avenge his parents&#39;

deaths. The bat that flies through the window at a crucial moment, inspiring Bruce Wayne with a

name and a motif. All of these are wonderful elements in a timeless tale. By early 1940, both

Batman and Robin were up and running in no less than two hit comic books. Bob Kane hired a

teenager that he happened to meetâ€”Jerry Robinsonâ€”to help him churn out what looked like a

nice long run of Batman stories.They didn&#39;t know the half of it.For, as the Second World War

loomed ever larger on the horizon, Batman was about to become big business, comic-book

style.Ray Thomas has beena comics writer since 1965, mostly for Marvel or DC. Among the

thousands of comic books he has written are Conan the Barbarian, The Avengers, The X-Men,

Fantastic Four, All-Star Squadron, Sub-Mariner, The Invaders, Dr. Strange, Red Sonja, Wonder

Woman, and The Savage Sword of Conan.
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This collection of early Batman stories is the first of 3 volumes devoted to the World War II exploits



of the of the DC Trinity. These books are edited by legend Roy Thomas, who also provides his

unique take on the source material as a comics insider and devoted historian of the medium. Under

Thomas' watch, 'The War Years' is divided into chapters focusing on each phase of the war effort

such as life in the United States prior to Pearl Harbor, fifth column espionage, war bonds, and the

spoils of war itself, as it pertains to the evolution of the Batman. Most of these stories are pretty

crude in regards to the art, dialogue, and plot. But I wouldn't change a single page. During World

War II, every American was expected to make sacrifices. With rationing, shortages of able-bodied

men drafted into the Armed Forces, and constant fear of an Axis invasion, if a mistake was made in

a comic book it was nearly impossible to see it fixed in a timely manner if at all. Comics were

considered a vital tool to providing morale, instruction, and patriotism to American's youth and our

fighting men, so it was of the utmost importance that publication deadlines were met no matter what.

That level of dedication to seeing our world kept free from tyranny allowed me to overlook any and

all errors contained within this book. This volume contains about 20 stories and numerous covers

that highlight the Batman's role in the second world war. As you witness Batman go from a brooding

solo act to an optimistic duo with the addition of Robin, and finally merge into an icon of justice,

you'll encounter fellow heroes such as Superman, George Washington, and President Roosevelt.
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